The formation of the slave state in ancient Egypt (p.143)
Although it is difficult to say anything definite about events that took place so long ago, scientists have been able to suggest some dates from the main stages in the history of humanity.

One of the most important stages in ancient history was the formation of the slave states in the countries of Asia and Africa. The primitive-communal system was heading inevitably towards its doom. The slave system was gradually evolving and slavery became widespread.

The slave state and despotism began to form in Ancient Egypt towards the end of the 4th millennium B.C. this was the period of the Ancient Kingdom, when the Egyptian slave-owners commanded great armies and carried on a systematic battle for new possessions.
Slaves were the basic source of manpower on the estates belonging to the king, the temples, the big landowners and officials. The number of slaves kept growing steadily.

The Egyptian Pharaohs waged endless wars in the interests of slave-owning class for the purpose of acquiring more slaves, cattle and wealth. The chief goal was to strengthen the rule of the slave-owners. The state was centralized. The supreme judge was the Pharaoh’s chief assistant in governing the country.

The Pharaoh was considered to be an embodiment of “divine” justice; the great pyramids of Egypt were constructed as a living tribute to the Pharaohs and the slave-owning class as a whole.
The feudal system in Western and Central Europe (p. 148)
By the 10th century two hostile classes had been formed in the European countries: the feudal landowners and the serfs. The landowning class was formed from the nobles. The class also included the high dignitaries of the Christian Church. The serf class was formed from free community members and from former slaves and colony.

The serf was not a free man: he was in personal bondage to the feudal lord and was bound to the land. He had to work for the landowners.

The slave had neither land nor implements of labour.

The slave worked only for his master. The serf work not only for his lord but also on his own plot. He had to give the lord the part of the harvest from his plot, but the rest remind for his own needs and for his family.
The slave-holder could do anything he liked with the slave: sell, buy or even kill him. The feudal lord also had power over his serfs: he could sell and punish them but the law forbade him to kill them. 

The slaves often broke tools and cultivated the land very badly.

The serfs worked more efficiently that the slaves. Therefore feudalism was a step forward compared to the slave system.

The Byzantine (p.150)
The Byzantine Empire included many rich countries: Egypt, Syria, Asia Minor and Greece. There were fewer slaves there and more free peasants than in Western Roman Empire.

In Western Europe only ruins remained of the cities, but the Byzantine cities continued to grow and develop. The population of Constantinople, Alexandria and Antioch ran into hundreds of thousands.

Constantinople stood at the intersection of two important trade routes: the land route from Europe to Asia and sea route from the Mediterranean to the Black sea.

The Byzantine Emperor retained his power. Crafts and trade brought him a big income. The emperor ruled the country with the help of his officials.

The Patriarch of Constantinople was the head of the Christian Church. Emperor gave the Church lands and it did not have to pay taxes.

There was much gold and silver in the emperor’s treasury and this enabled him to keep a big army paying wages to the soldiers, and a powerful fleet. For a long time the Byzantine was able to defend its frontiers from the “barbarians” and even to wage wars of conquest.
The slave system continued to exist in Byzantine till the 7th century.

Early Britain (p. 154)

Britain has been many centuries in the making. The first inhabitants of the island were the Iberians. This race arrived from the Iberian Peninsular. Soon after 700 B.C. Britain was invaded by the Celts.

In the 1st century B.C. the Romans ruled all the civilized world and in the 1st century A.D. they conquered Britain. Britain was a province of the Roman Empire for about four centuries.

After the departure of the Romans Britain was attacked by the Germanic tribes of the Jutes, the Saxons and the Angels. The Anglo-Saxon language, or English, has been the principal language of the country since then.

In 793 the Danes from Denmark and the Northmen from the Scandinavian peninsular (frequently called as the Vikings) carried out their first raids in Britain. At last all England was in their hands. The Kingdom of Wessex alone was left to resist them. King Alfred gathered his men and defeated the Danes.
In the 11th century England was invaded by the Normans. This was the fifth and the last invasion of England. Duke of Normandy, William gathered a numerous army and landed in the south of England. The battle between a numerous army and the Anglo-Saxons took place in 1066.
The Anglo-Saxons were defeated. Thus the Norman Duke became king of England — William the Conqueror. He ruled England for 21 years.
Gradually the Normans mixed with the Anglo-Saxons and the Danes and from this mixture the English nation finally emerged. To the west and north, Wales and Scotland fought for their independence so passionately that it took hundreds of years to bring them under English domination.

Chartist movement in England (p. 158)
England embarked on the path of capitalist development before all other countries. That is why almost all feudal relations in the economic sphere were liquidated, a bourgeois political system formed and a working class movement developed earlier in England than in the other countries.
The greatest popular movement in England was Chartism. In 1837 the London Working Men's Association produced a petition containing the six points which became known as the Charter. The petition was taken to all parts of the country and in 1837 over a hundred towns set up their own Working Men's Association on the London model. The next year the six points were put into the Draft Bill which was to be presented to Parliament. But Parliament refused to consider the Chartists' petition. In 1840 the movement revived. A new campaign for signatures was organized and the petition, signed by more than 3 million people, was submitted to Parliament which again refused to consider it. Then a wave of strikes rolled all over the country and in 1847 Parliament was forced to pass a law on a 10 hour working day.

Beginning of Britain’s Struggle with Spain (p. 162)

With the appearance of factories British export to other countries increased. British shipping developed rapidly. The merchant carried cloth, coal and fish in their ships to European countries and colonies.

Spain which had the biggest colonies, was Britain’s main rival in sea trade. The Spanish government forbade foreign merchants to trade with Spanish colonies. But they ignored the prohibition, and British pirates pillaged the Spain coasts and made daring expeditions to the shores of America. Special merchants’ companies were formed in Britain to organise pirate expeditions against Spaniards.

 Queen Elizabeth I patronized trade and navigation. A big fleet was build during her reign. The Queen secretly supported the pirates and received part of their booty. The most successful of the pirates became admirals in the Royal Navy.

Spain began to prepare for an invasion of Britain. A huge fleet of 130 ships sailed to Britain with 20 000 soldiers aboard. They called their fleet “Invincible Armada”.

In 1588 British troops attacked the Spanish fleet in the English Channel. The Spaniards suffered heavy losses. They had drive away and tried to sail home round Scotland, but only a few ships reached home.

The defeat of the “Invincible Armada” undermined Spain’s naval power, while Britain gradually came dominate the sea and become a strong sea power.

The Slavonic tribes in the 4th – 7th centuries (p.166)

Slavonic tribes had lived in Central and Eastern Europe, to the east of the Germanic tribes during many centuries. In the 6th century they occupied vast territories. 
Land cultivation had been the Slavs' main occupation from time immemorial. They also bred cattle, went hunting and gathered the honey of wild bees.
In ancient times the Slavs lived in clans united into tribes.
The Slavs' tribal communities were superseded by neighbors' communities. Then some of the community members grew rich and the best land fell into the hands of the elders and military chiefs. A Slavonic military chief was called a kniaz.
In wartime the princes and their troops seized most of the booty and grew rich.
Inside clans and tribes inequality appeared and grew more and more marked, rich nobility began to be formed.
By the 7th century the Slavonic tribes had divided up into three branches: the Eastern, Western and Southern Slavs.
The Eastern Slavs were ancestors of three great peoples: the Russians, the Ukrainians and the Belarusian.
The Western Slavs — the Czech, Polish, Polab and Pomore tribes — settled in the basing of the rivers Labe, Odre (Oder) and Vistula.
Some of the Slavonic tribes settled in the Balkan Peninsula founded the Southern Slavonic nations: the Bulgarians, the Serbians and the Croatians.

Belarus is a Country of Rich History (p. 173)
Belarus is a country of rich history and ancient culture. Man first appeared here at the end of the glacial epoch. During the Bronze Age people living on its territory were engaged in field husbandry and live-stock breeding. And 7—6 centuries before our era they learnt to use iron and make agricultural tools and implements.
East-Slav tribes are common ancestors for Russian, Belarusian and Ukrainian peoples. By the end of the first millennium of our era they were united into an old-Russian nation which later became the basis of the three nations in question.
In the 13th century chronicles one can encounter the name «Belarus» or «Belaya Rus». The origin of the name has not yet been defined for sure.
From times immemorial the Belarusian territory has been gateway to Russia from the western countries that is why Belarus was many a time attacked and occupied by all sorts of aggressors.
There are many old towns in Belarus. They are known to have been not only military fortifications but also major political and economic centers. They traded vigorously with Russia, the Ukraine, West European and Mediterranean countries.
Along with national economy spiritual culture was developing. Back in the l6th century a prominent Belarusian humanist Francisk Skaryna started book-printing business in Belarus having set up the first East-Slav print-house which was very important for raising literacy in Belarus.
